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hopelessly discredited ideologies of the victorious
Powers. It belonged to the spiritual radius of Wilson's
fourteen points, to the somewhat naive attempts to
adapt the complicated mechanism of the world to suit
the crude and primitive political mentality of America.
The whole German attitude of mind that demands a
solid foundation of realities beneath a superimposed
ideological structure, revolted against the system of
the League, based as it was upon an illusory equality,
on a deliberate self-deception as to the true balance of
forces. " A League of Nations/* said Stresemann
himself on one occasion, " is intended to disguise the
existing leagues among its members/* The League's
decision regarding Silesia, and its passive attitude at
the time of the invasion of the Ruhr, also contributed to
its unpopularity. In view of its past history, these
junctures impressed themselves very strongly on
Stresemann^ mind; even when he was Foreign
Minister he called attention to the weaknesses of the
League, and his subsequent European policy made its
deficiencies seem all the more patent. None the
less, he came to the conclusion that Germany must join
the League even before her adhesion had been made a
pre-requisite of the Locarno Treaty, <c We have no
other platform from which we can address the world/*
he said in explanation of his attitude. But to reach that
platform was to prove more difficult than he had
thought.

While the conditions of Germany's admission to the
League were being discussed in a succession of Notes,
the gradually increasing composure in European
relations was rudely shattered by the encounter
between Stresemann and Mussolini. This was, indeed,